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FTII STRIKE: Day 61 


Yesterday, after the protest of the students against the assessment of incomplete diploma films of 2008 
batch, the H.O.Ds and Faculties of FTII decided not to continue with the assessment and had a meeting 
with the Director, Dean (Films), Registrar, Students’ Association representatives and the students’ 
representatives from 2008 batch. In the meeting, the faculties clearly said that unfair assessment of 2008 
batch students will be like victimizing them. Also, they made their point clear that the Ministry doesn’t 
have anything to do with the academics of this Institute. Students’ Association Representatives and 2008 
batch’s representatives shared the concerns regarding the Ministry and bureaucrats running the Premier 
film school of the country, bypassing the structure and rules of the Academic Council. 


Even though the stakeholders of this place showed their strong disagreement for this illogical and 
unethical assessment process, the Director made his stance clear that the administration will proceed 
with the assessment. The argument is that, if the Society and the Governing council do not exist, why an 
Academic council should be there to take the decisions regarding the Academics? The faculties of FTII are 
about to meet within themselves very soon to take an official stand about this issue. We would like to 
emphasize again on our point that we completely derecognize this assessment process since we fail to 
understand the rationale of assessing incomplete film projects. It is completely unethical and a grave 
injustice to victimize 2008 batch even after knowing the fact that the delay in completion of course within 
the scheduled time has been happening since 2000 due to administrative mismanagements. Such notices 
being issued during the strike questions the role of the Administration, since students and faculties have 
been seeing the authorities’ negligence towards this place for the past two decades. 


Yesterday, the administration issued another notice to 30 students to vacate the hostel before 21-08- 
2015, saying that they are overstaying in the hostel, even though all are aware of the fact that these 
students are at different stages of completion of their final diploma projects and the rest of the students 
from 2008 batch have already left the campus before months. 


These moves by the Ministry, the interim Director and the administration make the whole things 
suspicious. If the Ministry and the bureaucrats are running the academics of the higher educational 
institutes in the country, what is the future of higher education and institutional autonomy in a 
democratic country like India? 


Today, the FTII Administration issued a notice to the contractual staff of the institute, stating that they are 
going to lay off the contract staff from 1st September 2015. The contract agency ‘SIGMA Human resources 
(India) Pvt. Ltd has sent an official note today, to the Registrar FTII replying that the service of 82 staff 
from TV Sound Dept, Make-Up dept, TV Engineering Dept, Production dept, TV Camera dept, Central 
camera Store, Film Sound Dept, Film Lab, Art Direction dept, Film Editing dept and TV production 
management etc shall be terminated. FTII administration has taken severe anti-workers policy even in 
the recent past years which had even caused several court cases against the administration. The canteen 
staff of FTII had won the case against administration last year. All these time, the Students Association of 
FTII has extended all its support to the contractual unorganized employees of FTII in all possible ways 
including legal and we will continue to do so. 

Any measures to arm twist the stakeholders of FTII are undesirable and uncalled for. We strongly 
condemn this move and extend full support and solidarity to each member of the staff who feels 
threatened. 
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